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INTRODUCTION

There is growing recognition of the importance of evidence, particularly evidence from evalua-
tions, in national decision-making and the crucial role of parliamentarians and their support staff 
in ensuring that evidence-based approaches are used for strengthening oversight, budgeting 
resource appropriation, legislation, and policymaking across all sectors.

The United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) is particularly interested in how the use 
of evidence impacts on sectors related to agricul-
ture. It is important to emphasize that given the 
nature of parliamentary business, parliamentarians 
deal with various subjects/issues while carrying out 
their legislative functions, the use of evidence cuts 
across all sectors of their work. As such, rather 
than a sectoral focus, there will be an effort to 
equip parliamentarians with the right tools that 
can facilitate the use of evidence in their legislative 
duties.

Parliamentarians and their staff need data and 
evidence to make decisions that effectively, 
equitably, and justly allocate resources and meet 
people’s social and economic needs.

However, they face major technical and political 
challenges related to the generation and the use 
of evidence to inform policies.
This challenge is acute in Africa given the dearth of 
information and analysis about the conditions, 
problems, and solutions of social and economic 
development. Parliaments in Africa lack the 
capacity to compile and use evidence in the 
design, oversight, and evaluation of legislation and 
policies on the critical economic and social issues 
facing various countries on the continent.

Better use of evidence by Parliamentarians, and 
associated research and policy making bodies will 
facilitate better development outcomes, and more 
transparent and efficient governance.

Key components of evidence-based policy making 
include making decisions based on the 
best available evidence, evidence from monitoring, 
evaluation, and research; using data and informa-
tion systems systematically; applying policy-making 

frameworks; engaging the citizenry in decision 
making; conducting a sound evaluation on the 
effectiveness of laws, legislations, and policies, and 
disseminating what is learned to further inform 
future policies, legislations, and laws.

While there is some existing data pointing to the 
capacity gaps of African parliamentarians in using 
evidence in legislation and policies, including their 
M&E and data use skills needs, there is no com-
prehensive or detailed assessment of their specific 
challenges and needs or whether and how they 
currently access and use evidence in legislative 
drafting, policy formulation, and oversight.

The Assessment, Analysis, and Development of 
Tools to Strengthen the Use of Evidence in 
Policies and Legislation in Africa (TSUE) project 
seeks to improve access to evidence used by 
parliamentarians and policy makers in their 
legislative and policy making work. The activity 
does not seek to evaluate parliaments and 
parliamentarians. Rather, it is about helping elected 
representatives use data and evidence from 
evaluation and other sources, to make informed 
decisions. To this end, knowledge of organisations 
and institutions already working on 
evidence-based policymaking and strengthening 
capacity of Parliamentarians on access and use of 
evidence is very critical to improve the use of 
evidence in Parliament. This document contains a 
mapping of some organizations working in this 
space in Africa. It is intended to support Parlia-
mentarians, staff of Parliamentarians, think tanks 
and other organisations working on 
evidence-based policy-making on potential 
organisations they can collaborate with or source 
for evidence or research materials that can be 
used to support legislative and policy-making 
functions.
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I. INVENTORY OF ORGANIZATIONS IN SUB-SAHARAN 
 AFRICA (SSA) WORKING ON EVALUATION AND THE USE 
 OF EVIDENCE AS RELATED TO PARLIAMENTS
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II. ORGANIZATIONS NOT REGISTERED IN SSA BUT WORKING  
 ON EVALUATION AND THE USE OF EVIDENCE AS RELATED  
 TO PARLIAMENTS IN THE REGION
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NAME PRIMARY BASE ABOUT CONTACT

African Parliamentary 
Knowledge Network 
(APKN)

Harvard, Cambridge The APKN’s mission is to increase the capacity and 
effectiveness of Parliaments by improving the skills 
of the parliamentarians and their staff. A significant 
accomplishment of the APKN to date has been the 
creation of the Drafting Guidelines, which offer 
instructions on the technical aspects of legislative 
drafting.
 · APKN’s documents are destined to all SSA 
countries Parliaments.

 C/O Centre for African Studies
 1280 Massachusetts Avenue
 Cambridge, MA 02138
 Tel: +1.617.495.5265
 Email: africa@havard.edu 
 Website: www.africa.harvard.edu

Harvard Kennedy 
School Building 
Capacity for Use of 
Research Evidence 
(BCURE) 

London BCURE is a program of work funded by the UK 
Department for International Development (DFID) 
which aimed to build the skills, knowledge and 
systems that allow policy makers and practitioners 
in low-income countries to access, appraise and use 
rigorous evidence.
 · BCURE focused chiefly on building the skills of 
new and existing policy makers in Ghana, South 
Africa and Zimbabwe
 · It developed organizational processes in South 
Africa that enabled policy makers to better 
articulate their research needs.

 King Charles Street
 London
 SW1A 2AH
 United Kingdom
 Tel: +33 020 7008 5000 
 Email: fcdo.correspondence@fcdo.gov.uk 
 Website: www.gov.uk

International Network 
for the Availability of 
Scientific Publications 
(INASP)

Oxford INASP’s aim is to support Southern individuals and 
institutions to produce, share and use research and 
knowledge, which can transform lives.
 · INASP has particularly worked with parliaments 
in Ghana, East and Southern Africa.
 · INASP’s work focuses on evidence for policy and 
practice, research capacity, understanding and 
supporting impact, and higher education and 
learning.

 The Old Music Hall
 106-108 Cowley Road
 Oxford OX4, 1JE, UK
 United Kingdom
 Tel: +44 (0) 1865 249909 
 Email: info@inasp.info 
 Website: www.inasp.info

Inter-Parliamentary 
Union (IPU)

Geneva IPU empowers parliaments and parliamentarians to 
promote peace, democracy and sustainable 
development.
 · IPU’s work, which cuts across SSA, is currently 
focusing on shining a light on sexism against women 
in African Parliament.
 · IPU also works on boosting youth 
parliamentarians in Africa.

 Inter-Parliamentary Union
 5, chemin du pommier
 Case postale 330
 CH-1218 Le Grand Saconnex 
 Geneva
 Switzerland  

National Democracy 
Institute (NDI)

Washington, DC NDI is a non-profit, non-partisan, non-
governmental organization that works in 
partnership around the world to strengthen and 
safeguard democratic institutions, processes, norms 
and values to secure a better quality of life for all. 
NDI envisions a world where democracy and 
freedom prevail, with dignity for all.

 National Democratic Institute
 455 Massachusetts Ave, NW, 8th Floor
 Washington, DC 20001-2621
 tel: +1 202.728.5500
 fax: +1 888.875.2887

Overseas Development 
Institute (ODI)

London ODI inspires people to act on injustice and 
inequality. It focuses on research, convening and 
influencing, to generate ideas that matter for 
people and planet. ODI’s work cuts across Africa 
and focuses on Parliamentary strengthening.  

It has also worked on CSO-Parliamentary 
engagement in East Africa and on the role of 
parliaments in poverty reduction.

 203 Blackfriars Road
 London SE1 8NJ
 United Kingdom
 Tel: +44 (0) 20 7922 0300
 Email: odi@odi.org 
 Website: www.odi.org
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