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The ToolkitThe Toolkit is derived from a comprehensive report of an assessment evidence informed 

policy making in 10 African countries.  The assessment was based on questionnaires that 

were administered, as indicated above, to 109 MPs and staff across the 10 countries.  The 

assessment was preceded by an extensive literature review of evidence informed policy 

making.  

The Toolkit is divided into seven parts.  The first part briefly describes the evidence 

informed making cycle. This is followed by a discussion on the sources of evidence avail-

able to Parliaments. Section three talks about the types of evidence.  In section four we 

outline how to develop an evidence search strategy.  Section five focuses on how to 

assess the quality of evidence.  In section six, we highlight factors that shape evidence 

uptake. The last part – section seven delves into the core of the toolkit – how evidence is 

applied to the work of Parliaments. 

It is important to note that there are different stakeholders within the evidence genera-

tion and evidence use eco-system. It is not a linear process. Rather, the processes are 

interdependent and interrelated.  For example, Sections Four and Five are primarily for 

evidence producers/researchers; Section Six deals with the institutional architecture of 

Parliament that can facilitate the uptake of evidence and understanding of key stakehold-

ers by evidence producers.  Finally, Section Seven deals with the how MPs can use or 

apply evidence in policy making and legislations. 
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Developing an evidence search strategy is critical because of the large volume of 

information available – online and physically. A systematic process of searching for 

evidence will help find appropriate information/evidence useful to answer a policy 

question. Evidence search is an iterative and rigorous process, and it should be 

conducted in a systematic manner.

 

Basic steps of conducting evidence search:

1. Formulate research question. This will focus on the need of the research and 

define key concepts. In other words, what is the problem one is trying to solve? 

2. Brainstorm on the terms that could be used in the search.  Look at any refer-

ences that appear to be right on target and see what terms are relevant.

3. Decide on relevant databases/other sources to be searched. Depending on the 

subject matter, there are different databases/sources that cover various issues. Once 

decisions have been made regarding which database/sources that will be searched, the 

following key decisions will need to be made as well: 

a. Determine the key words or combination of key words.

b. Ascertain any geographic considerations.

c. Decide the time period that one is interested in and other relevant information. 

4. Launch the database search. 

5. Evaluate the results of the search based on the criteria defined in the next 

section on “Assessing the Quality of Evidence”. 

6. Document the references. One can use an Excel spreadsheet or an MS Word 

document to collect and organize references. 

  



S E C T I O N  F O U R

Before MPs or Parliamentarians set out to use the Evidence that are available to them, 

it is important that they confirm the quality of the evidence by posing a number of 

simple, but critical questions.  These questions will enable them to determine the 

quality of information before them.  Some of these questions include: 

Besides the strength of evidence, it is also important to look at content quality criteria 

in the appraisal. In this context, there are five key issues and the third in the list is 

particularly important for MPs: 

1. Uniqueness – is it original?

2. Completeness – is any information missing?

3. Coverage – what depth does it go into? 

4. Relevance – Is the research/study relevant to MP’s situation/need or context?

5. Timeliness – is it abreast of the times?  
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Once MPs or Parliamentary appraise available evidence, facts or information, it is important to 

understand that the availability of evidence to Parliamentarians and policy makers does not 

automatically guarantee uptake or its use. Several factors determine whether Parliamentarians 

and policy makers will consider the evidence that is available to them. It is important that they 

are aware of the array of factors that shape uptake and use of evidence. These factors are 

categorized into demand and supply. In the case of factors that shape evidence uptake and use  

from the demand side, there are key questions around the institutional architecture of Parlia-

ment as well as capacity to use evidence.  The institutional architecture of Parliament is an 

important pre-condition and critical to the demand for and use of evidence by MPs.  Apart 

from the architecture, the quality and credibility of evidence is also important.  These are 

outlined below.
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Reaching MPs, staff and policymakers at 

the right time with evidence.

Understand how parliaments works.

Being mindful about timelines or deadlines 

for different phases of particular policy or 

legislation 

Be familiar with the entry point(s) (e.g., 

Key MPs on parliamentary committees).

Cultivate allies among parliamentary staff 

and MPs.

Have knowledge of the ‘evidence champi-

ons’ in Parliament. 

Before presenting any available evidence, it 

is important that the group that will use the 

evidence is recognised and understood.  
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An important first step in analyzing the 

target audience (such as committee 

members/chair, committee clerks, influ-

ential MPs, party caucuses, party leader-

ship, evidence champions, leadership of 

the Parliament, etc.) is categorizing them 

so that one is clear on:  

Ensure the message is delivered by a 



Have a clear strategy on how to 

present the evidence to colleagues 

and other stakeholders  to facilitate 

its uptake in decision-making.
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This toolkit provides a quick reference guide to parliamentarians and parliamentary staff 

on the application, uptake, and use of evidence in policy making and enacting legislation. It 

is important to point out that parliaments are not a single or monolithic institution. In 

fact, parliaments are made up of multiple intersecting institutions with varying mandates 

and purposes. It is very essential, therefore, to understand how Parliament works in 

order to have effective application uptake, and use of evidence within the institution. The 

institutional architecture and the prevailing environment in each Parliament will play major 

roles in the application, uptake, and use of evidence



Appendix - Online Databases 

Box I :  Sample Online Databases for accessing on line resources for evidence use 

i. Africa Capacity Building Foundation: a globally recognised knowledge hub on capacity

development in Africa. The publications in its virtual library are free to download. 

http://elibrary.acbfpact.org 

ii. Africa Portal Library: an online library collection of over 4,000 books, journals, and

digital documents related to African policy issues. The entire repository is open access. 

www.africaportal.org/library 

iii. African Bibliographic Databases: collection of Africana social science titles, presented

in one easily accessible location on the internet. www.africabib.org 

iv. African Economic Outlook is a collaborative project between the African

Development Bank, the OECD Development Centre and the United Nations Development 

Programme. The website provides comprehensive and comparable data and analysis of 54 

African economies. www.africaneconomicoutlook.org 

v. African Journal of Agricultural Economics and Rural Development is an open access

journal that publishes articles dealing with agricultural economics with special focus on people 

living in rural areas. www.internationalscholarsjournals.org/journal/ijaerd 

vi. African Journals Online the world's largest online collection of African Published

o p e n  a c c e s s  p e e r - r e v i e w e d  s c h o l a r l y  j o u r n a l s

www.ajol.info/index.php/index/browse/alpha/index 

vii. AGORA: Access to Global Online Research in Agriculture, run by FAO. More than 

3000 journals in agriculture and related biological, environmental and social sciences. 

www.fao.org/ agora 

viii. ARDI Research for Development & Innovation Innovation 17 publishers provide 

access to around 20,000 journals, books, and reference works for I 17 developing countries 

and territories. www.wipo.int/ardi_ 

ix. British Library of Development Studies Europe's largest library on development 

studies with an extensive e-library including open access resources. http:/ /bids.ids. 

ac.uk/blds-collection/ e-library                                                                                                                

x. CINAHL Access to nursing and allied health journals, books, legal cases, research 

instruments, standards of practice, and clinical trials. 
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xi. Connecting Africa a gateway to African research information and materials produced 

worldwide. It provides access to 54731 publications from 92 repositories. www.connecting­

africa.net 

xii. Directory of Open Access Journals online directory that indexes and provides access 

to quality open access, peer-reviewed journals. www.doaj.org 

xiii. Eldis provides free access to relevant, up-to-date and diverse research on international 

development issues. Content from over 7, 500 development partners. Useful 'Research 

Guides' to key topics as well as links to related literature. www.eldis.org 

xiv. Essential Evidence Plus Comprehensive clinical decision support system developed as 

a point-of-care tool for physicians, nurses, and other healthcare professionals. Integrated with 

The Cochrane Library.

xv. Evidence on Demand is an international development information hub, providing 

access to quality assured resources relating to climate & environment, infrastructure and 

livelihoods. 

xvi. HI NARI Access to Research in Health, set up by WHO together with major publishers, 

one of the world's largest collections of biomedical and health literature. Up to 13,000 journals 

(in 30 different languages), up to 29,000 e-books, up to 70 other information resources are 

now available to health institutions in more than I 00 countries. www.who.int/hinari 

xvii. International journal of MCH and AIDS is a US-based open access journal that focuses 

on the intersections between MCH and HIV/ AIDS around the world, specifically in low and 

middle-income countries. www.mchandaids.org/?page id= I 323#Articles 

xviii. JSTOR African Access Initiative provides free access to the entire archive for any

African institution (including government). It has about. 2000 journals across 50 disciplines. 

http://about.jstor. org/libraries/ african-access-initiative 

xix. OARE Research in Environment up to 5710 peer reviewed journals and 1119 online

books, and other information resources. www.unep.org/oare 

xx. OMICS International is a scientific organization that drives the progress of research 

through open access journals www.omicsonline.org/ agri-food-aquaand-vet-journals.php xxi. 

xxi Open Access Journals Search Engine (OAJSE) allows you to search for open access 

journals in a range of disciplines www.oajse.com 

xxii. Open Science Directory has about 13, 000 scientific journals. Aims to enhance the 

access of open access/special access collections by creating direct links to the journals. 

www.opensciencedirectory.net 
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xxiii. PLOS (Public Library of Science) is a non-profit publisher and advocacy organization 

founded to accelerate progress in science and medicine by leading a transformation in research 

communication. www.plos.org/publications 

xxiv. PubMed The primary database for biomedical and health sciences abstracts, including 

MEDLINE, with links to Shimberg Library full-text articles. 

xxv. Research4Life a partnership of the WHO, FAQ, UNEP, WIPO, Cornell and Yale 

Universities and the International Association of Scientific, Technical & Medical Publishers. 

African government offices are eligible for free registration. Research4Life consists of the 

following organisations: 

xxvi. SAE International cover all areas relevant to ground vehicle and aerospace engineering 

technology www.store.sae.org/ saejou rnals 

xxvii. Science Direct journals, articles, books and other open access content 

www.sciencedirect.com 

xxviii. Scopus the largest abstract and citation database of peer reviewed literature. It has 

smart tools, so that you can track, analyse and visualise research. You or your institution need 

to sign up to this database to get access. www.scopus.com 

xxix. Social Science Research Network Almost 60,000 social science articles, with 40,000

available to download. Includes focused networks in specific disciplines including politics and 

economics. www.ssrn.com 

xxx. Springer Open 160+ peer-reviewed fully open access journals across all areas of

science ranging from very specialized titles to Springer Plus, an interdisciplinary open access 

journal that covers all disciplines. www.springeropen.com/ about/ open-access 

xxxi. Web of Science [formerly Web of Knowledge] 

xxxii. Wiley Open Access publishes peer reviewed journals across a wide range of 
disciplines www.wileyopenaccess.com/view/journals.html
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